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Dehumanization, Dehumanizing

Abstract

When we dehumanize other, we conceive of them as subhuman animals or inanimate objects.
This way of thinking enables us to treat the dehumanized people in the ways that it would be
morally not allowed to treat other human beings—for example, killing them, sterilizing them,
or violating their basic human rights. Dehumanization has often played a role in eugenics, by
mark out those who are regarded as genetically inferior as less than human.

Psychological research into dehumanization began in the latter part of the 20th century, and
there is now a robust literature on it by social psychologists. Recently, philosophers have
begun to take an interest in the subject and are beginning to contribute to our understanding of
it. The increasing attention being paid to this phenomenon by psychologists and philosophers,
after centuries of neglect, promises to transform our understanding of it in years to come.
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